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Chapter 1: Introduction
to Studying Abroad

Thinking about taking your education to the next level? Studying abroad is
more than just a chance to travel—it's a life-changing experience that can
boost your career and personal growth in ways you never imagined.

Benefits of Studying Abroad

Embarking on the journey of studying abroad is a
transforming experience that extends far beyond
academic growth. It offers plenty of benefits that can
shape your personal, professional, and intellectual life
in great ways. One of the most significant advantages
is the opportunity to gain an international outlook.
Living and studying in a different country exposes you
to new cultures, ideas, and ways of thinking. This
exposure cultivates cultural awareness and sensitivity,
crucial skills in future career options.

Academically, studying abroad allows you to
access the education system that is world
renowned. You can study at institutions that might
offer specialized courses and cutting-edge
research facilities. This can enhance your learning
experience and open doors to advanced
knowledge and innovative research opportunities.
Moreover, the diverse teaching methodologies and
educational practices can provide a broader
understanding of your field of study.
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On a personal level, studying abroad cultivates
independence and self-reliance. Experiencing life in
a foreign country, without the immediate support of
family and friends, enables you to develop problem-
solving skills, adaptability, patience and resilience.
These experiences build confidence and prepare
you for various challenges in life and career.
Professionally, international education can
significantly enhance your employability prospects.
Employers often value the diverse perspectives and
skills that come from international experience. It
demonstrates your ability to adapt to new
environments, communicate across cultures, and
take initiative. Additionally, studying abroad
provides numerous networking opportunities with
peers, professors, and professionals from around
the world, expanding your professional network and
potential career opportunities.

The Top Study Destinations: UK,
USA, Canada, Australia

United Kingdom: The UK is home to some of the
world's most prestigious universities, such as the
University of Cambridge, the University of Oxford,
Imperial College London, and University College
London. But there's more—the UK boasts a diverse,
multicultural environment and vibrant student life.
With strong research programs and a range of post-
study work opportunities, it's a fantastic choice for
ambitious students.

United States: The USA is renowned for its diverse
and flexible education system, with a multitude of
universities offering a wide range of programs.
Institutions like MIT, Stanford, Harvard, and UC
Berkeley are leaders in innovation and research. The
US  education systemm emphasizes
development, encouraging students to engage in
extracurricular activities and research projects. The
Optional Practical Training (OPT) program allows
students to work in the US for up to three years
after graduation, depending on their field of study.

holistic
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Canada: Known for its high quality of life and
excellent education system, Canada is a favorite
among international students. Universities like the
University of Toronto, McGill University, and the
University of British Columbia are known for their
strong academic programs and research. Canada's
inclusive society, safe environment, and post-
graduation work permit program make it an
attractive option. The country also offers a relatively
straightforward path to permanent residency,
making it appealing for students looking to settle
abroad.

Australia: Australia offers a high standard of
education with institutions like the University of
Melbourne, the Australian National University, and
the University of Sydney leading the way. The
country's innovative teaching methods, and
multicultural society make it a desirable destination.
Australia's favorable climate, vibrant cities, and
beautiful landscapes add to its appeal. The post-
study work visa allows graduates to stay and work in
Australia, enhancing their professional experience
and career prospects.

Real-Life Inspiration: Dhriti's
Journey to Success

Meet Dhriti Malhotra, a 28-year-old from New Delhi,
India, who transformed her dreams into reality by
studying abroad. In her final year of a Bachelors of
Business Administration at GGSIPU, Delhi, Dhriti
decided to pursue a
Administration (MBA) to deepen her knowledge and
expand her horizons.

Dhriti's journey is a testament to the power of
ambition and the opportunities that studying abroad
can offer. She tackled standardized tests, navigated
the application process, and meticulously planned
her move—all driven by her vision of becoming a
leading business woman.

Her story illustrates the incredible benefits of
international education. From gaining a global
perspective to accessing world-class resources and
building a robust professional network, Dhriti's
experience highlights the transformative impact of
studying abroad.

Master's in Business
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Chapter 2: Choosing the
Right Country and

University

e
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Factors to Consider

* Education System: Not all countries have the

“Choosing the right country and university
for your studies abroad is a crucial decision
that can shape your academic and
professional future. This chapter will help
you navigate this important choice by
considering key factors, providing a
comparative analysis of top study
destinations, and highlighting the best
universities for specific courses.”

same education system as your home country,
making it extremely important to choose one that
fits right for you. While deciding on the right
country one should look out for countries with
academic excellence, research opportunities and
a strong reputation in your field of interest.
Different countries follow different approaches to
teaching, For example the UK focuses on smaller
batch sizes and a more hands on approach
whereas USA focuses on bigger classrooms with a
lecture style teaching.
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+ Cost: While considering the costs it is essential
to look out for international scholarships, grants
and financial aid offered by universities and
governments of various countries, sometimes
proper research can bring down the cost of
study significantly. Another factor to consider is
the cost of living, which should also be
considered alongside part time  work
opportunities and the cost analysis should be
done altogether. Cost of living cannot solely be
determined based on the country but also by
the locality that the university is located in,
student friendly cities in traditionally more
expensive countries like the UK and USA can
turn out to be cheaper to live in than
metropolitan cities in countries like Australia or
Canada which are thought to be inexpensive.

e Culture: Cultural shock is common among
students,
prepared for their studies, as they can be

even the ones who come well

underprepared socially. For exanple basic things
like personal hygiene could be very different (No
jet sprays for you know where). Some
destinations may not have English as their first
language in which case choosing such a
destination comes with an  additional
responsibility upon the student of learning at
least the basics of the local language to
facilitate easier transition. However,
multicultural societies such as that of the UK
Canada and Australia may make it easier to

integrate and find a home away from home.

« Employment Opportunities: Post-study work
opportunities are a significant factor to consider.
Investigate the job market in your field of
interest, and the
availability of internships and work placements
during and after your studies. Countries like the
UK, Canada, and Australia have favorable post-
study work policies today that allow graduates
to gain valuable work experience.

the country's economy,
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A Comparative Analysis of Top
Study Destinations

United Kingdom: The UK has some of the highest
ranked universities in the world like Oxford, Cambridge,
King's College London, Imperial College London, etc. It
has a vivid mix of traditional and modern universities,
and the education system emphasizes on critical
thinking, research and practical learning. This hands-on
approach makes it a great choice for anyone looking for
quality education. The UK offers post study work (GRV-
Graduate Route visa), allowing graduates to work for
up to two years after completing their degree, this
could mean great ROI as a lot of students get absorbed
into the industry right after completing their course.

United Arab Emirates: The UAE is rapidly
transforming into a top destination for higher education
especially amongst students from the Indian
subcontinent. Cities like Dubai and Abu Dhabi are
quickly becoming prominent due to their great location
and connectivity. With the government being open to
international activities and businesses, as well as lifting
religious restrictions, it is becoming a hub of business
and education. The UAE offers a great strategic
location for businesses and a multicultural society for
expats. The higher cost of living can very easily be
offset with excellent employability opportunities
available in the country. No income tax means you get
to keep all of what you earn. Also, you're closer to
home, hence making it much easier to visit.

United States: This has been a dream destination for
students thinking about going abroad. While the
education system is known to be very flexible allowing
students to customize their education based on their
interests, the cost of education is high, and the visa
process can be complicated. The Optional Practical
Training (OPT) allows students of some fields of study
to work in the US for up to 3 years after graduation. It is
home to some of the most prestigious universities in
the world including MIT, Stanford, Harvard and UC
Berkeley. The focus on research and innovation
provides excellent opportunities for students in fields
like technology, science, and business.
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¢ Canada: |t offers excellent education with a
high quality of life and is known for its inclusivity
and multicultural society. The cost of living and
education can be a bit more affordable in some
universities compared to the UK and USA
depending on the location of the University. The
recent rule changes and political disturbances
no longer make it as attractive of an option, but
it remains one of the top choices for students
looking to settle abroad Ilater. Canada is
particularly strong in fields like Al, engineering,
healthcare and environmental sciences.

However, the income tax rates are one of the

highest in the world.

* Australia: It offers a high standard of education,
innovative teaching methods and extensive
research opportunities, especially in the field of
environmental science, engineering and
healthcare. The cost of education is moderate
and living expenses are reasonable outside
major cities, but the cost of travel can be high
and places outside major cities tend to be
sparsely populated. It has a vibrant culture,
moderate climate and beautiful landscapes
which increase the appeal of studying in
Australia. The post study work visa also allows
graduates to stay and work, enhancing their
career prospects.

o Europe: Europe is quickly emerging as the
preferred choice for students looking to study
abroad at affordable rates. A lot of European
countries allow students to work part time while
studying, which can help alleviate the financial
burden. However, for countries where the first
language is not English, students might find it
tougher to secure part time or full-time work,
making it the student’s responsibility to learn at
least the basic phrases in the local language.
Europe offers some of the most scenic and
beautiful locations to study, learn and work,
these are cities like Barcelona, Amsterdam,
Berlin, Valetta (Capital of Malta- English
speaking country in Europe), all excellent
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choices for studying abroad. There is also great inter-
connectivity in Europe with extremely affordable trains
and flights available all-round the year to different cities
as well as countries in Europe. It is important to
consider your interests, budget and lifestyle
preferences when choosing a study destination in
Europe.

Top Universities in Each Country
for Specific Courses

United Kingdom:

» Artificial Intelligence: University of
Cambridge, University of Oxford, Imperial
College London

¢ Business: London Business School, University
of Warwick, University of Manchester

« Engineering: University of Cambridge, Imperial
College London, University of Edinburgh

United Arab Emirates:

¢ Business: INSEAD Abu Dhabi, American
University of Sharjah, University of Dubai

« Engineering: Khalifa University, United Arab
Emirates University, American University of
Sharjah

* Hospitality: Emirates Academy of Hospitality
Management, EAHM

United States:

» Technology: MIT (Massachusetts Institute of
Technology), Stanford University, University of
California, Berkeley

¢ Business: Harvard Business School, \Wharton
School at the University of Pennsylvania,
Stanford Graduate School of Business

« Engineering: Stanford University, MIT,
California Institute of Technology (Caltech)
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Canada:

» Artificial Intelligence: University of Toronto,
University of Alberta, McGill University

¢ Healthcare: University of Toronto, McMaster
University, University of British Columbia

* Environmental Sciences: University of British
Columbia, University of Toronto, McGill
University

Australia:

e Environmental Sciences: Australian National
University, University of Melbourne, University of
Queensland

¢ Healtheare: University of Sydney, University of
Melbourne, Monash University

» Engineering: University of New South Wales,
University of Melbourne, University of Sydney

Europe:

» Tourism & Hospitality: EHL Hospitality
Business School in Switzerland ranks as the top
university for hospitality and tourism studies in
Europe.

 Engineering: Federal Institute of Technology
Lausanne (Switzerland), Swiss Federal Institute

of Technology Zurich (Switzerland), Delft

University of Technology (Netherlands),
Catholic  University of Leuven (Belgium),
Polytechnic  University of Milan (Italy),

Polytechnic University of Turin (ltaly), TU
Dortmund University (Germany), Technical
University of Catalonia (Spain)

* Business: ETH Zurich, Burgundy School of
Business (France), EU Business School (Spain,
France, Germany), EM Normandie Business
School (France) and Linnaeus University
(Sweden). These institutions offer excellent
programs and research opportunities.
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Healthcare: Karolinska Institute  (Sweden),
Heidelberg University (Germany), Pierre and Marie
Curie University (France), Charité - Medical
University of Berlin (Germany), Catholic University of
Leuven (Belgium), Lund University (Sweden),
Radboud University (Netherlands), University of
Munich (Germany), University of Copenhagen
(Denmark), University of Amsterdam (Netherlands)

“Choosing the right country
and university is a vital step
in your study abroad
journey. Consider your
academic goals, financial
situation, cultural
preferences, and career
aspirations to make an
informed decision. Each of
these top destinations
offers unique advantages
and opportunities that can
help you achieve your
dreams and build a
successful future.”
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Chapter 3: Mastering
the Admission Process
for Studying Abroad

Let's break down the essentials:

1.Academic Transcripts: Your academic record is
your key to top universities. Make sure your
transcripts are official, translated into English (if
necessary), and certified by your school.

2.Standardized Tests: Depending on
destination, you may need to take
standardized tests. The most common are:
e |ELTS/ TOEFL: For non-native English speakers
to prove their English proficiency.
¢ GRE/GMAT: Often required for graduate
programs, especially in business, engineering,
and the sciences for some countries.
e SAT/ACT: Necessary for undergraduate
admissions in the USA.

your
some

3.Personal Statement: Your personal statement is
“you on paper”. It should show the University why
the must admit you as a student. (More details on
how to write a personal statement can be found
further in this chapter)

4.Letters of Recommendation: Choose teachers
or supervisors who know you well and can speak to
your academic abilities and character. These letters
should be detailed and highlight your strengths.

5.Resume/CV: Highlight your academic
achievements, work experience, co-curricular
activities, and relevant skills. A well-structured CV
can make a significant impact towards your
admission at University.

6.Application Form: Fill out your application form
carefully, providing all the necessary details about
your educational background and personal
information. You must ensure all information shared
is true and detailed.

7.Application Fee: Be ready to pay an application fee.
Check if you qualify for a fee waiver or academic
scholarships which some universities offer. It is also
important to note that not all universities ask for an
application fee and thus you must do your research or
check with your education consultant to check if the
University you are applying for asks for the same.
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Country Specific Admission
Guidelines

United Kingdom:

* Apply directly with a trusted agent or through
UCAS for Undergraduates for muliiple
universities with one application (you may make
only 5 applications). There is no limitation in the
number of Universities you apply to when
applying directly through a tursted agent).

» Direct Applications for Postgraduates: Submit
applications directly to universities or through
trusted agents (overseas education consultants
like AcadQuest) usually requiring a bachelor's
degree, transcripts, a personal statement, and
recommendation letters.

» [nterviews: Most UK universities might require at
least a basic interview. Few courses also require
a special interview by the course tutor.

United Arab Emirates:

e lLanguage Proficiency: Show proficiency in
English through IELTS, PTE or TOEFL scores.

* Foundation Programs: If you don't meet direct
entry requirements, consider foundation
programs.

e \aried Criteria: Admission requirements differ,
so check each institution’s specifics.

Canada:

» Province-Specific Systems: Each province may
have its own application system (e.g.. Ontario's
QUAC).

* Rolling Admissions: Many universities have
rolling admissions, so applying early can be
beneficial. You must seek guidance from trusted
Educational Consultants to understand when
would be the best time to make an application
to different universities in Canada.

* Program-Specific Requirements: Requirements
vary, especially for competitive programs like
engineering and medicine.
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Australia:

= Online Applications: Submit applications online
through university portals or through trusted
agent partners(overseas education consultants)

e Academic Calendar. Be aware that the
academic year starts in February/March as this
is different from other countries.

* GTE Requirement: Demonstrate your intent to
study and return home after graduation.

Personal Statement

Your personal statement is your chance to
shine. Here's how to make it irresistible using
these key steps:

1. Start with a Bang: Begin with a hook—a
powerful anecdote, quote, or unique aspect of
your background to grab attention.

2. Show Your Passion: Explain why you're
passionate about your chosen field. Share
experiences that shaped your interest and
commitment.

3. Highlight Achievements: Discuss your
academic achievements, work experience, and
extracurricular activities. Focus on
accomplishments that show your readiness for
the program.

4. Align with the Program: Clearly articulate
why you chose this program and university.
Mention specific courses, faculty members, or
research opportunities that attracted you.

5. Demonstrate Growth: Reflect on challenges
you've overcome and how they've contributed
to your development. Universities appreciate
resilience and adaptability.

6. Be Concise and Focused: It is absolutely
essential to stick to the word limit. Ensure every
sentence adds value and avoid unnecessary
jargon.

7. Proof read and Edit: Thoroughly check your
statement for grammar and spelling errors. Seek
feedback from teachers, mentors, or friends.
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Chapter 4:
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Standardized Tests and
Language Proficiency

Mastering standardized tests and demonstrating
language proficiency are pivotal milestones on your
path to studying abroad. In this chapter, we'll delve
into the fundamentals of key exams such as the
GRE, TOEFL, and IELTS, as well as country-specific
assessments. Additionally, we'll provide expert
preparation advice and guidance on submitting
your scores to various countries

Overview of GRE, TOEFL, IELTS,
and Country-Specific Tests

IELTS (International English Language Testing
System):

The IELTS is a popular English proficiency test
accepted by many institutions worldwide. It has two
versions: Academic and General Training. For
studying abroad, you'll take the Academic version,
which includes:

e Listening: Tests your understanding of
conversations and lectures in English.

» Reading: Evaluates your ability to understand
and interpret academic texts.

» \Writing: Requires you to write essays or reports
based on provided information.

e Speaking: Involves a face-to-face interview to
assess your spoken English skills.

TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language):

The TOEFL measures your English language
proficiency and is widely accepted by universities in
English-speaking countries. It has four sections:

e Listening: Similar to IELTS, it tests your
understanding of spoken English.

* Reading: Evaluates your ability to understand
and interpret academic texts.

o \Writing: Assesses your ability to write essays in
English.

¢ Speaking: your
communicate effectively in English.

Measures ability to

GRE (Graduate Record Examination):

The GRE is a standardized test required for many

graduate programs worldwide, particularly in the

USA. It assesses your verbal reasoning, quantitative

reasoning, and analytical writing skills.

« Verbal Reasoning: Measures your ability to
analyse and evaluate written material.

¢ Quantitative Reasoning: Tests your problem-
solving abilities using arithmetic, algebra,
geometry, and data analysis.

e Analytical Writing: Assesses your critical
thinking and analytical writing skills through
essay responses.
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PTE (Pearson Test of English): PTE is a popular
English proficiency test accepted by most
institutions in the UK, Australia and New Zealand.
This test is computer based , unlike the IELTS and
the results are shared with the students typically
within 2 days.

It has 2 versions : PTE Core and Academic. To study
abroad, you will take the PTE Academic, and it will
include:

» Listening: to test your understanding of spoken
English.

» Reading: to evaluate your ability to understand
and interpret academic texts.

» Writing: to test your academic writing skills, you
will be required to write essays or reports based
on provided information.

» Speaking: interview to assess your spoken
English skills.

Country Specific Tests

» United Kingdom: For some programs you might
need to take tests like the UCAT (for medical
courses) or LNAT (for law).

 USA: Besides the GRE, undergraduate applicants
often take the SAT or ACT.

» Australia: While the TOEFLPTE and IELTS are
widely accepted, some institutions may have
additional requirements.

Preparation Tips & Resources

1.Understand the Format: Familiarize yourself with
the test format, types of questions, and timing. Use
official resources from ETS (for GRE and TOEFL) and
IELTS to get a clear picture.

2. Create a Study Plan: Develop a study schedule
that covers all sections of the test. Allocate more
time to areas where you feel less confident.
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3. Use Quality Prep Materials: Invest in reputable
prep books, online courses, and practice tests.
Resources like Kaplan, Princeton Review, and
Magoosh offer comprehensive prep materials for
GRE, TOEFL, and IELTS.

4. Take Practice Tests: Consistently complete full-
length practice tests within specified time limits.
This practice enhances your endurance and
provides an accurate gauge of your progress.

5. Focus on Weak Areas: [dentify your weak areas
and devote extra time to improving them. Use
targeted exercises and seek help from tutors or
online forums if needed.

6. Develop Test Strategies: Learn test-taking
strategies like time management, guessing
techniques, and how to handle difficult questions.
These strategies can significantly boost your scores.

7. Improve Your English Proficiency: For TOEFL
and IELTS, immerse vyourself in English. Read
academic articles, listen to podcasts, watch English-
language shows, and practice speaking with native
speakers (if possible).

8. Join Study Groups: Collaborate with others
preparing for the same tests. Study groups can
provide support, motivation, and new perspectives
on difficult concepts. This can be done through
guidance from your Education Consultant or looking
up groups online.

Submitting your scores to
different countries

United States:
« GRE: Send your scores directly through ETS to
each university's admissions office.
¢« TOEFL/IELTS: Most US universities accept both
TOEFL and IELTS scores. Ensure you send your
scores 1o each institution’s specified
department.

10
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United Kingdom:

» IELTS/TOEFL/PTE: These scores are widely Pro Tip: Test Score
accepted. Send your IELTS scores directly = g=
through UCAS (for UG students) or your study Valldlty
abroad partner (like Acadquest) to the
Universities. Remem ber that
o« UCAT: Most UK universities require UCAT for d d d
medical courses. You will need to submit the standaraized test scores
results with your application via UCAS. have Va||d|ty periods:
Canada:
e GRE: 5 years
e GRE: Required for many graduate programs. ® TOEFL 2 years
Send your scores through ETS. !
« IELTS/TOEFL/PTE: Both are accepted by * IELTS:2years

Canadian institutions. Ensure you meet the
specific score requirements of your chosen "Plan your test dates
accordingly to ensure your
Australia: scores remain valid during
the application process.”

university before submitting the results.

* GRE: Less commonly required but accepted by
some programs. Verify with individual
universities.

o IELTS/TOEFL/PTE: Accepted by all Australian
universities. Send your scores through . Send
your IELTS scores directly through UCAS (for
UG students) or your study abroad partner (like
Acadquest) to the Universities.

United Arab Emirates:

» IELTS/TOEFL/PTE: Widely accepted. Ensure
your scores meet the institution's requirements
and send your IELTS scores directly or through
your study abroad partner (like Acadquest) to
the Universities.

1
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Chapter 5: Financing
Your Education

Decode the Costs: Country-by-Country Breakdown

Studying abroad is a dream come true, but understanding and managing the
costs is crucial. Here's a breakdown of what to expect in each major destination:

United Kingdom:

e Tuition Fees: Range from £10,000 to
£38,000 per year depending on the course
and university.

« Living Expenses: Expect to spend around
£12,000 to £15,000 annually, especially if
you're in London. Could be lower based on
how well you budget for expenses.

¢ Health Insurance: The UK's National Health
Service (NHS) surcharge is approximately
£776 per year for students.

United States:

o Tuition Fees: Vary widely, from $20,000 to

$60,000 per year for private institutions. Public
universities may be cheaper, but still costly.

Living Expenses: Budget around $10,000 to
$18,000 per year. Be sure to have a look at part
time work rules. Some universities will only allow
you to work part-time on campus , which can
reduce opportunities & significantly increase cost.
Health Insurance: A must-have, costing
between $1,000 and $2,500 annually.

12
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Canada:

» Tuition Fees: International students can expect
to pay between CAD 15,000 and CAD 35,000
per year.

» Living Expenses: Average around CAD 10,000
to CAD 15,000 annually.

o Health Insurance: Mandatory in some
provinces, costing between CAD 600 and CAD
Q00 per year.

Australia:

e Tuition Fees: Typically range from AUD 20,000
to AUD 45,000 per year.

» Living Expenses: Estimated at AUD 21,000 to
AUD 30,000 annually.

* Health Insurance: Overseas Student Health
Cover (OSHC) is required, costing about AUD
500 to AUD 600 per year.

United Arab Emirates:

¢ Tuition Fees: Range from AED 37,500 to AED
70,000 per year.

» Living Expenses: Averaging AED 40,000 to
AED 60,000 annually. No restrictions on part
time work and all income is tax free.

» Health Insurance: Mandatory, with costs

varying.

Unlocking Financial Aid:
Scholarships, Grants, and
Assistantships

Financial aid can significantly reduce the
burden of studying abroad. Here's how to tap
into these resources:

Scholarships: Scholarships are a gift—you don't
have to repay them. They can be merit-based, need-
based, or awarded for specific fields of study.
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UK: Chevening Scholarships, Commonwealth
Scholarships, and university-specific awards like the
Rhodes Scholarship at Oxford.

USA: Fulbright Program, university scholarships,
and private scholarships like the Gates Millennium
Scholars Program.

Canada: Vanier Canada Graduate Scholarships,
university-specific awards, and provincial
scholarships.

Australia: Australia Awards, university scholarships,
and Endeavour Postgraduate Scholarships.

UAE: Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Foundation scholarships and university-specific
scholarships.

Grants: Grants are similar to scholarships but
often have more specific criteria, such as
research grants.

» Research Grants: Available for graduate
students undertaking significant research
projects.

e Government Grants: Some countries offer
grants to through
bilateral agreements.

international students

Assistantships: Assistantships offer a double
benefit—you earn money while gaining valuable
experience.

» Teaching Assistantships (TA):
professors with teaching duties.

* Research Assistantships (RA): Work on
research projects, often related to your field of
study.

+« Graduate Assistantships (GA): Provide
administrative support within your department.

Assist

13
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Navigating Educational Loans

Educational loans are a practical way to finance your
studies if scholarships and grants don't cover all
expenses.

Government Loans: WMany governments offer

student loans with favorable terms.

e India: Banks like SBl, HDFC, and ICICI offer
educational loans with interest subsidies for
meritorious students.

» USA: International students may qualify for
federal loans if they have a co-signer who is a
U.S. citizen or permanent resident.

Private Loans: Private loans can be more flexible
but often come with higher interest rates, and hence
won't be the most advisable option to fund your
studies.

Institutional Loans: Some universities offer loan
programs specifically for international students.
e University-Based Loans: Check if your university
offers any loan schemes or payment plans.

Tips for financing your
Education

1. Start Early: Begin researching scholarships,
grants, and loan options as soon as you decide to
study abroad. Many scholarships have early
deadlines and you need to have an admissions offer
from the University to apply for the same.

2. Apply Widely: Apply for multiple scholarships and
grants to increase your chances of receiving financial
aid.

3. Leverage Part-time Work: Many countries allow
international students to work part-time. Utilize this
opportunity to offset living expenses.
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4, Budget Wisely: Create a detailed budget plan to
manage your finances effectively. Track your
spending and stick to your budget.

5. Seek Financial Counseling: Many universities
offer financial counseling services for international
students. Take advantage of these resources to
make informed financial decisions.

Conclusion

Financing your education abroad may seem
daunting, but with the right approach, it's entirely
achievable. Understanding the costs, tapping into
scholarships and grants, considering assistantships,
and exploring loan options are essential steps. With
careful planning and determination, you can
navigate the financial landscape and embark on
your academic journey without undue stress. Start
early, apply broadly, and make your study abroad
dream a reality!

14
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Chapter 6: Visa and
Immigration Procedures

Your Ultimate Guide to Navigating Student Visas

Securing a student visa is a crucial step in your journey to studying abroad. This
chapter breaks down the types of student visas for top study destinations, guides

you through the application process, and details the important documents and
requirements

™

R

Types of Student Visas for Each  United States:

e F-1 Visa: For academic students enrolled in a

Country program at an accredited U.S. college or
United Kingdom: universrfy. ) )
« Tier 4 (General) Student Visa: For « M-1 Visa: For vocational or non-academic
students aged 16 and over enrolling in PROgrEms.
courses longer than six months. S annc: i : i .
. Short-Term Study Visa: For students e Study Permit: The main permit allowing you to
taking English language courses lasting 6-11 study in Canada. It's not technically a visa but is
anthe often referred to as such.

+ Temporary Resident Visa (TRV): Sometimes
required in addition to the Study Permit,
depending on your nationality.
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Australia:
+ Student Visa (Subclass 500): For full-time
students enrolled in a registered course of study
in Australia.

United Arab Emirates:

e Student Visa: For full-time students at
accredited educational institutions. Typically
valid for one year and renewable annually.

Europe:

» Student Schengen Visa: This short-term type
C visa allows you to participate in summer
courses, language classes, or short-term
exchange programs within the Schengen Area.

» National Study Visa: Country specific type D
visa allows you to study long term courses and
degree programmes. It also allows you to move
freely in the Schengen area for a maximum
period of 20 or 180 days out of the total visa
duration in countries other than the one
orignally chosen for study.

How to Apply for Student Visas

United Kingdom:

* Apply to a Licensed Sponsor: Ensure your chosen
university or college is on the UKVI's list of
licensed sponsors.

e Get a CAS (Confirmation of Acceptance for
Studies): This unique reference number is
provided by your institution once you've been
accepted.

* Online Visa Application: Apply online through the
UK Visas and Immigration website.Your
Educational Consultant will help you through the
entire process.

o Biometric Appointment: Schedule and attend an
appointment to provide your biometric
information (fingerprints and photos).

* Attend an Interview: Sometimes required as part
of the application process.

2024

United States:

+« SEVIS Fee Payment: Pay the SEVIS (Student
and Exchange Visitor Information System) fee.

» Complete the DS-160 Form: Fill out the online
visa application form.

« Schedule Visa Interview: Book an appointment
at a U.S. embassy or consulate.

* Attend the Visa Interview: Bring all required
documents, and be prepared to answer
questions about your study plans and financial
situation.

Canada:

e lLetter of Acceptance: Secure a letter of
acceptance from a Designated Learning
Institution (DLI).

o Apply Online: Submit your application through
the Government of Canada’s website.

» Biometrics and Medical Exam: Provide
biometrics and undergo a medical exam if
required.

* [nterview: Some applicants may be asked to
attend an interview.

Australia:

» Confirmation of Enrolment (CoE): Obtain a CoE
from your institution.

e Online Application: Apply online through the
Department of Home Affairs website.

e GTE Requirement: Complete the Genuine
Temporary Entrant (GTE) requirement.

¢ Health Insurance: Purchase Overseas Student
Health Cover (OSHC).

» Biometrics: Provide biometrics if required.

United Arab Emirates:

* University Admission: Gain admission to a UAE
institution.

* \isa Application: Apply through the university,
which will typically handle the visa process.

* Medical Test: Undergo a medical examination.

¢ Health Insurance: Obtain health insurance as
required by law.
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Important Documents and
Requirements

Regardless of your destination, certain
documents and requirements are universally

essential for your student visa application:

1.Valid Passport: Ensure your passport is valid for
at least six months beyond your intended stay.

2.Proof of Acceptance: A letter or certificate of
acceptance from your educational institution.

3.Financial Evidence: Proof that you have
sufficient funds to cover tuition fees, living
expenses, and return transportation. This can
include bank statements, scholarship letters,
sponsorship documents or loan letters.

4 Language Proficiency: Evidence of your
proficiency in the language of instruction, usually
through test scores like TOEFL, IELTS, or other
accepted tests.

5.Medical Examination: Some countries require a
medical exam and proof of vaccinations.

6.Biometrics: Many countries require biometric
information, including fingerprints and
photographs.

7.Passport-Sized Photos: Recent photos that
meet the specific requirements of the visa
application.

8.Application Fee: Payment of the visa
application fee, which varies by country and visa

type.

Conclusion
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Pro Tips for a Smooth Visa
Application Process

1.Start Early: Begin your visa application process
as soon as you receive your confirmation letter.
Visa processing times can vary, so it's best to
start early to avoid last-minute stress.

2.Follow Instructions Carefully: Carefully read
and follow the application instructions for your
specific  country. Missing or incorrect
information can delay your application.

3.Keep Copies of Everything: Make copies of all
documents submitted with your visa application.
This includes application forms, receipts, and
correspondence.

4. Prepare for the Interview: If an interview is
required, practice common questions and
answers. Be honest and clear about your study
plans and financial situation.

5.Check for Updates: Visa regulations can
change. Regularly check the official immigration
website of your destination country for any

updates or changes to the visa process.

Navigating the visa and immigration process is a vital part of your study abroad journey. By understanding the
types of visas, following the application steps meticulously, and preparing the necessary documents, you can
secure your student visa with confidence. Start early, stay organized, and you'll be one step closer to achieving
your academic dreams in your chosen country.
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Chapter /. Preparing for

Departure

Your Essential Pre-Departure Checklist

Preparing to study abroad involves more than just academic readiness; you need
to be well-prepared for the entire journey. Here's the ultimate pre-departure
checklist to ensure you have everything covered:

Visa and Immigration Documents:

* Ensure your student visa is approved and
valid.

e Keep copies of your passport, visa, and other
identification documents.

» Keep all your required documents in a clear
file and be extremely careful, only present
them when specifically asked for originals.

Financial Preparation:
s Arrange for sufficient funds to cover tuition fees,

living expenses, and emergencies.

Set up a local bank account (preferred) or ensure
your current bank account can handle
international transactions.

Carry some local currency for immediate
expenses upon arrival. Do not solely rely on cash
or forex cards, keep enough in both.
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Accommodation Arrangements:

e Confirm your housing arrangements, whether
on-campus or off-campus.

e In case you dont have
accommodation before travelling ensure you
book a hotel nearby for at least a week to
continue your search for a long-term
accommodation tension free.

» Have contact information for your landlord or
dormitory supervisor.

confirmed

Flight and Travel Plans:

» Book your flight well in advance and ensure you
have your e-ticket or physical ticket.

» Arrange airport pickup or transportation to your
accommodation. Last minute pickups usually
end up costing a fortune so ensure you have it
well planned out, look for bus or train services if
the accommodation is at a distance from the
airport and arrange for last mile transportation
accordingly. Sometimes Universities also
provide airport pick-ups. Ensure you are aware
of the same, and avail the option if and when
possible.

Academic Preparation:

e Gather all necessary academic documents,
including acceptance letters, transcripts, and
course materials. Sometimes you will be
required to show the originals at immigration.

» Contact your university's international office for
any pre-arrival orientations or briefings.

Communication:

» [nform family and friends about your travel plans
and new contact information.

» Set up an international phone plan or purchase
an e-SIM prior to travel or a local SIM card upon
arrival.
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Emergency Contacts:

» Keep a list of emergency contacts, including
family members, university officials, and local
emergency services.

= Set up the emergency contact feature on your
phone as well.

Insurance:

e Ensure you have comprehensive health
insurance that covers medical emergencies
abroad.

o Consider additional travel insurance for
protection against trip cancellations, lost
luggage, and other unforeseen events.

Packing Tips for Different
Climates

Cold Climates (e.g., Canada, UK):

¢ Clothing: Pack thermal wear, heavy jackets,
woolen sweaters, scarves, gloves, and warm
hats. (Be ready to purchase a few items from the
destination as you won't get the same level of
insulation from clothes purchased in your home
country if you live in a warm country, so don't
pack everything from your wardrobe)

* Footwear: Invest in waterproof boots with good
insulation.

» Essentials: Include a few pairs of thick socks,
thermal innerwear, and a sturdy umbrella/ rain
proof jackets or raincoats.

» Electronics: A good-quality hair dryer and a
humidifier can be beneficial in cold, dry climates

Warm Climates (e.g., Australia, UAE):

* Clothing: Light, breathable fabrics such as
cotton and linen are ideal. Include shorts, t-
shirts, and sun hats.

« Footwear: Comfortable sandals and breathable
sneakers are a must.
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» Essentials: Sunglasses, sunscreen, and a
reusable water bottle are essential.

e Electronics: Consider a portable fan and a
good-quality hat for sun protection.

Variable Climates (e.g., USA):

s Clothing: Pack layers to adapt to changing
weather—light layers for warm days and heavy
layers for colder days.

* Footwear: Versatile shoes that can handle
different weather conditions.

+ Essentials: Include a raincoat, a few pairs of

jeans, and both light and heavy sweaters.

Electronics: Includes all appliances you might

use in the future.

Health Insurance and Medical
Preparations

Ensuring you have adequate health insurance and
are medically prepared for your time abroad is
crucial for a smooth and worry-free experience.

Health Insurance:

* Research Requirements: Understand the
health insurance requirements of your host
country and institution.

e Coverage: Ensure your insurance covers
routine medical care, emergencies, hospital
stays, and prescription medications.

« Documentation: Carry a copy of your health
insurance policy, card, and contact information
for the insurance provider.

» Additional Coverage: Consider dental and
optical coverage if not included in the basic
plan.

Medical Preparations:

» Medical Check-Up: Schedule a complete
medical check-up before departure to ensure
you're in good health. Some countries require
specific medical tests to be done pre departure
or on arrival to the country.
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Vaccinations: Verify which vaccinations are
required or recommended for your destination
and get them done in advance.

Prescriptions: Bring a sufficient supply of any
prescription medications, along with a copy of
the prescription and a letter from your doctor.
First Aid Kit: Pack a basic first aid kit with
essentials such as pain relievers, band-aids,
antiseptic wipes, and any personal medications.
Local Healthcare Information: Research the
local healthcare facilities near your
accommodation and understand how to access
them.

Pro Tips for a Smooth
Transition

Technology and Gadgets:

* Ensure your electronic devices are compatible
with the wvoltage and plug types in your
destination country. Consider buying a few
universal adapter and extension boards.

» Backup important data from your devices and
ensure you have cloud storage access.

Documentation Backup:

» Keep digital and physical copies of all essential
documents, including your passport, visa,
insurance papers, and academic records

» Keep the original documents safely and only
present them when specifically requested.

Orientation Programs:
s Attend any pre-departure orientations offered
by your university to get valuable insights and
tips from staff and fellow students.

Conclusion

Preparing for your departure is an exciting yet
challenging part of your study abroad journey. By
following this comprehensive guide, you can ensure
you've covered all bases—financial, academic,
medical, and personal. Pack smart, stay organized,
and embark on your adventure with confidence and
peace of mind.
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Chapter 8: Settling into a
New Country

Navigating Cultural Differences

Moving to a new country is an adventure, and as we know from all the movies we
have watched, no adventure is complete without challenges. Fro an international
student these can be academic but also understanding the cultural differences.
Embracing and understanding these differences is crucial for a smooth transition
and enriching experience.

Understanding Cultural Norms: » Observe and Adapt: You will learn a lot from
your peers and your tutors , or other people you
* Research Before You Go: It is always a meet along you journey towards academic
good idea to have an understanding of the success. Taking cues from them by observing
cultural norms, etiquette, and values of the them can easily teach you how to behave in
country you are going to. It is essential you different social situations.
do some research about the host country
before you tarvel. Getting this » Ask Questions: Don't be afraid to ask locals or
understanding of the social norms will help fellow students about cultural practices. Most
show respect for the local culture. people appreciate when you show interest in their

culture and they are usually proud and excited to
share their culture with people from other regions.
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Building Cultural Competence:

Join Clubs and Societies: Participate in
university-organized fests/ club
interactions or exchange programs to interact
with home students and learn.

Language Skills: Learning the local language,
even just basic phrases, can go a long way in
helping you connect with people and navigate life
in a foreign land. It can help you experience new
ways of thinking and living. Embrace the
differences and see them as opportunities to
grow.

cultural

Overcoming Culture Shock:

Stay Connected: It is easy to loose touch with
your roots when you are miles away from home,
and this eventually leave to home sickness. It is
important to maintain communication with family
and friends back home to reduce feelings of
isolation.

Seek Support: If you as a student find yourself
struggling even for a moment , you must consider
seeking help. Many universities offer counseling
services for international students through their
student services desk. Don't hesitate to reach out
to them in case you need any support.

Finding Accommodation

Finding the right accommodation is a significant part
of your study abroad experience. Here's a guide to
help you secure, comfortable and suitable housing.

On-Campus Housing:

Benefits: Living on campus  provides
convenience, easy access to university facilities,
and a chance to immerse yourself in student life. It
is very safe to stay on campus as they have teams
working round the clock to ensure your safety.

Application: Apply early, as on-campus housing
is often in high demand. Check the university's
website for application deadlines and procedures.
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Off-Campus Housing:

= Options: Explore various options such as
shared apartments, private rentals, and
homestays (you might need some temporary
living options as well for the day you land in the
country of study.

e Research: Use online platforms, university
housing boards, and social media groups to find
available rentals. You must also ask for help from
the University team as they are usually able to
help students with Private accommodation as
well.

o Safety and Proximity:
accommodation in a safe neighborhood and
close to campus (walkable distance) or with
good public transport links.

Choose

Temporary Accommodation:

» Short-Term Stay: If you haven't secured long-
term housing before arrival, book temporary
accommodation like hostels, hotels, or Airbnb.

+ Flexibility: Temporary housing gives you the
flexibility to explore different neighborhoods and
find the best long-term option, as you might
want to see the accommodation in person
before signing a contract in case of private
accommodation.

Important Considerations:

e Budget: Determine your budget for rent and
utilities before actually travelling to your study
destination. You can find more information
about this from an Educational Consultant. Each
city within the country of choice will also have a
difference in the cost of living. Factor in
additional costs such as security deposits and
furnishings (if and when needed)

* Roommates: If you're considering shared
accommodation, if possible choose roommates
who are compatible with your lifestyle and study
habits.

» Lease Agreement: Read the lease agreement
carefully before signing. Understand the terms,
duration, payment options and any potential
penalties for breaking the lease.
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Opening a Bank Account and
Managing Finances

Managing your finances effectively is crucial for
a stress-free study abroad experience. Here's
how to set up a bank account and handle your
finances wisely.

Opening a Bank Account:

Choose a Bank: Research local banks and select
one that offers student-friendly services, such as
low fees, easy online banking, and ATM access.
Required Documents: Typically, you'll need your
passport, student visa, proof of enrollment, and a
local address to open an account. Thus usually it
is only possible to have a bank account after you
have enrolled at your University.

Types of Accounts: Opt for a checking account
for daily transactions and a savings account for
managing longer-term funds.

Managing Finances:

Budgeting: Create a monthly budget to track
your income and expenses. Include costs for rent,
food, transportation, entertainment, and
emergency savings.

Online Banking: Use online banking apps to
monitor your account balance, transfer funds, and
pay bills conveniently. However, you should
ensure this is done securely.

Currency Exchange: If you're receiving money
from home, compare exchange rates and transfer
fees to get the best deal. Consider using your
contacts to get best rates or reach out to your
Educational Consultant to know best options.

Financial Tips:
» Student Discounts: Take advantage of student

discounts on transportation, entertainment, and
retail stores. Always carry your student ID. A
national card for these discounts is also given to
students at a lower cost during orientation week,
so keep an eye out for the same in your first week
at University.
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» Part-Time Work: If your visa allows, consider
part-time work to supplement your income.
Check university job boards or local listings for
opportunities. The University jobs would usually
pay considerably more than the minimum wage.

« Emergency Fund: Maintain an emergency fund
to cover unexpected expenses like medical
emergencies or urgent travel, this is specially
essential for international students.

Pro Tips for a Smooth Transition

Stay Organized:

o Keep all important documents, including
passport, visa, lease agreements, and bank
details, in a secure and accessible place.

» Create a digital backup of these documents for
added security.

Engage with Local Communities:

» Attend local events, festivals, and community
gatherings to immerse yourself in the local
culture and make new friends.

* \/olunteer for local causes to give back to the
community and enhance your experience.
Volunteering also makes it easier to find part
time work and manage your time.

Stay Healthy:

e Register with a local healthcare provider and
understand how to access medical services.

¢ Maintain a healthy lifestyle by eating well,
exercising regularly, and getting enough sleep.

Conclusion

Settling into a new country is a multifaceted
process that involves understanding cultural
differences, finding the right accommodation,
and managing your finances effectively. By
being well-prepared and proactive, you can
overcome challenges and make the most of
your study abroad experience. Embrace the
journey, stay open-minded, and enjoy the
incredible adventure that lies ahead!
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Chapter @: Academic
Success Abroad

Adapting to Different Education Systems

Studying abroad means immersing yourself in a new academic environment that
can be vastly different from what youre used to. Understanding and getting
accustomed to these differences is key to your academic success.

Understanding the Education System: Each country has its own style, and knowing what to
expect can help you prepare better.
e Structure: Understand the structure of the

education system in the country of your Classroom Dynamics:

choice. For instance, the UK emphasizes o Participation: In many countries, active

independent learning and research, while participation in class discussions is encouraged

the US offers a more flexible curriculum with and can even be part of your grade. Don't be shy—

continuous assessments and co curriculars. engage with your professors and fellow
» Assessment Methods: Get familiar with classmates. Ask questions or doubts as these

the assessment methods, whether they are things are expected of international students.

exams, essays, presentations, or group

projects.
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Academic Expectations: Build a good relationship
with  your professors. Understanding their
expectations can help you tailor your work to meet
academic standards.

Academic Culture:

» Plagiarism and Citations: Academic integrity is
taken very seriously at all Universities abroad.
Learn how to properly cite sources and avoid
plagiarism. Different citation styles (APA, MLA,
etc.) may be used in your desired country.
Understand the methodologies for smooth
academic sailing.

o Critical Thinking: Emphasis on critical thinking
and original thought is a hallmark of many
international education systems. Develop your
analytical skills and don't be afraid to question and
critique existing knowledge. Problem solving is
part of any and every career option and critical
thinking will be the biggest tool on your side

Tips for Effective Study and
Time Management

To excel in your studies abroad you are
required to have good time management skills
and a meticulous study schedule. Here are
some strategies to help you stay on top of your
academic game:

Organize Your Study Space:

« Comfortable Environment: Create a
dedicated study space away from distractions.
Ensure it's comfortable, well-lit, and equipped
with all necessary supplies.

* Digital Tools: Use digital tools like Google
Calendar, Trello, or Todoist to keep track of
assignments, deadlines, and study schedules.

Time Management:

* Prioritize Tasks: Break down your tasks into
manageable parts and prioritize them based on
deadlines and importance.

*» Create a Schedule: Develop a weekly study
schedule and stick to it. Allocate specific times
for studying, assignments, and revision.
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Technology and Tools:

e Online Platforms: Familiarize yourself with the
university's online learning platforms like
Blackboard, Canvas, or Moodle. These platforms
are often used to distribute course materials,
submit assignments, and communicate with
professors.

» Software Access: Universities often provide
free access to essential software like Microsoft
Office, MATLAB, or Adobe Creative Suite. Make
sure to utilize these tools for your coursework.

Counseling and Mental Health:

» Counseling Services: Adjusting to a new
academic environment of a new country can be
stressful. Universities have therapists appointed
for counseling services that can provide support
for stress, anxiety, and other mental health
concerns.

Career Services:

s Internships and Job Placement: Utilize the
career services office to explore internship
opportunities, part-time jobs, and future career
paths. They often provide resume writing
workshops, interview preparation, job search
assistance and host job fairs.

» Networking Opportunities: Attend career
fairs, networking events, and alumni meet-ups
to build professional connections that can be
valuable for your future career.

Student Life and Extracurricular Activities:

e Clubs and Societies: Joining clubs and
societies can enhance your social life, help you
develop new skills. And engaging in cocurricular
activities provides a break from academic stress.
Student societies play a big role in your student
life experience.

» Volunteer Opportunities: Engage in volunteer
work to give back to the community and gain
valuable experiences that can enrich your
resume.
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Chapter 10: Building
Your Future Career

Internships and Work Opportunities in Different Countries

Securing internships and work opportunities is a crucial step in building your
future career while studying abroad. These experiences not only enhance your
resume but also provide practical skills and industry insights.

United Kingdom:

* Internships: The UK offers numerous United States:
internship opportunities. Fields like finance,
technology, health sciences and creative
industries are particularly robust.

o Work Permits: As an international student,
you can work up to 20 hours per week during
term time and full-time during holidays on a
Tier 4 visa. Graduate Study Route visa allows
you to stay back and work in the country for 2
years after completion of your course.

» Job Portals: Websites like Prospects,
Targetlobs, and RateMyPlacement are
excellent resources for finding internships.

e |nternships: The USA is home to many global
companies offering internships in diverse fields
such as engineering, business, and computing.

* Work Permits: On an F-1 visa, you can work on-
campus during your first year and apply for
Optional Practical Training (OPT) after completing
your studies, allowing you to work for up to 12
months in your field of study.

» Job Portals: Use platforms like Internships.com,
LinkedIn, and Indeed to find opportunities.
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Canada:

¢ Internships: Canada's co-op programs integrate
academic learning with work experience,
providing excellent internship opportunities.

Work Permits: International students can work
up to 20 hours per week during school terms and
full-time during scheduled breaks. Post-
Graduation Work Permit (PGWP) allows you to
work after graduation for up to three years.

Job Portals: Websites like TalentEgg, Job Bank,
Hays and Workopolis are valuable resources.

Australia:

* Internships: Australia offers internships in sectors
such as mining, agriculture, and information
technology, especially in cities like Sydney,
Melbourne, and Brisbane.

Work Permits: On a student visa, you can work
up to 20 hours every week during the semester
and unlimited hours during breaks. Australia
allows students to stay back in the country for 2 to
3 years to find and work in a job.

Job Portals: Seek, GradConnection, and Indeed
are popular job search platforms.
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University Resources:

» Careers and Employability Services: Ultilize
your university's careers and employability
services for workshops, career fairs, networking
events and finding part time and ful time job
opportunities.

¢ Alumni Networks: Connect with alumni
through university networks and Linkedin.
Alumni can offer valuable advice and may refer
you to job openings.

Professional Organizations:

* Industry Associations: Join professional
associations related to vyour field. These
organizations often host events and provide
resources for career development.

» Conferences and Seminars: Attend industry
conferences and seminars to meet professionals
and stay updated on industry trends.

Online Networking:

¢ LinkedIn: Create a professional LinkedIn profile
and actively engage with industry groups. Share
relevant content and connect with professionals

United Arab Emirates (UAE):
¢ Internships: The UAE, particularly Dubai and Abu

Dhabi, is a hub for internships in finance,
hospitality, engineering and construction.

Work Permits: Students on a university-
sponsored visa can work part-time and/or full time
in certain cases after obtaining permission from
their university.

Job Portals: Use Bayt, Naukrigulf, and GulfTalent
to find internships.

Networking and Professional
Development

Networking is a powerful tool for career
development. Building a professional network can
open doors to job opportunities, mentorship, and
industry insights.

in your field. Your University careers and
employability team can help you with this too.

s Social Media: Use platforms like Twitter and

Facebook to follow industry l|eaders and
participate in relevant discussions.

Soft Skills Development:

¢ Communication: Effective communication is
crucial. Practice your verbal and written
communication skills through presentations,
group projects, and writing.

e Leadership: Take on leadership roles in student
organizations or volunteer groups to develop
your leadership abilities.

* Problem-Solving: Enhance vyour problem-
solving skills through coursework, internships,
and extracurricular activities.
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Pathways to Long-Term
Opportunities

For many international students, studying abroad
is a stepping stone to building a long-term career
in a country other than their home country.

United Kingdom:

» Post-Study Work Visa: The Graduate Route
allows you to stay in the UK for up to two years
(three years for PhD graduates) to work or look for
work.

» Skilled Worker Visa: If you secure a job offer
from a UK employer, you can switch to a Skilled
Worker Visa, which can lead to permanent
residency.

United States:

 H-1B Visa: After OPT, you can apply for an H-1B
visa if you have a job offer in a specialty
occupation. This visa can be a pathway to
permanent residency (Green Card).

* Employment-Based Green Cards: Explore
options for employment-based Green Cards (EB-1,
EB-2, EB-3) depending on your qualifications and
job offer.

Canada:

* Post-Graduation Work Permit (PGWP): The
PGWP allows you to work in Canada for up to
three years after graduation, providing a pathway
to permanent residency.

» Express Entry: Utilize the Express Entry system
for skilled workers. Canadian work experience and
education can earn you additional points.

Australia:

» Temporary Graduate Visa: The Temporary
Graduate Visa (subclass 485) allows you to stay in
Australia for up to four years after your studies,
depending on your qualifications.

» Permanent Residency: Consider pathways like
the Skilled Independent Visa (subclass 189) or the
Skilled Nominated Visa (subclass 190) for
permanent residency.
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United Arab Emirates (UAE):

e Work Permits: While the UAE does not offer a
direct pathway to permanent residency,
securing long-term employment can lead to
extended work permits.

*» Golden Visa: The UAE's Golden Visa offers
long-term residency for certain professionals,
including researchers, doctors, and students
with exceptional talents.

Conclusion

Building your future career while studying abroad
involves seizing internship opportunities, actively
networking, and exploring pathways to long-term
residency. By strategically navigating these aspects,
you can transform your international education
experience into a thriving global career. Embrace
the journey, build connections, and unlock a world
of opportunities!
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